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Thank you, Mayor Nicholls. I am pleased to be here today 

with the good citizens of Yuma to share in this momentous 

Centennial celebration. 

 

I know it’s a proud day for the people of Yuma to reach this 

significant historical event:  100 years ago today, Yuma 

officially became an Arizona city. 

 

That is a monumental occasion in the history of a community 

or state – particularly in our relatively new and growing part 

of the world. 

 

I was fortunate to be serving as Arizona’s governor two years 

ago when our state hit that 100-year milestone.  
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And I was pleased and honored to highlight the long journey 

and great accomplishments achieved by Arizonans during 

those formative years. 

 

The people of Yuma also should be gratified for what you 

have built here during the past century, and your 

community’s long and important history before that. 

 

From surviving a difficult and arduous pioneer era … to 

turning bare desert into a flourishing hub of civic activity … 

you have helped create a wonderful city with a promising 

future. 

 

Yuma has a lasting legacy in our great state.  

 

It’s been a trail-blazing settlement, a transportation hub, 

Arizona’s bread-basket ...  

 

… It has been home to vitally important military missions, a 

growing city of industry, tourism and family-friendly 

neighborhoods -- and much, much more. 
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Yuma has been noted as a perfect place for a community on 

the Colorado River for centuries – by Native Americans, 

Spanish explorers who pre-dated the Pilgrims, Old West 

settlers and modern-day business and civic leaders – and 

thousands of Arizona families. 

 

It continues to be the most important crossing of the 

Colorado, the home of the very first ferry, train and Interstate 

that connected the Pacific with the rest of the nation, through 

Arizona.  

 

Yes, Yuma, you have a proud and storied history.  And I think 

your best and brightest days are yet to come. 

 

As the governor of the great state of Arizona, I congratulate 

the Centennial City of Yuma on achieving your historic 100-

year milestone.  

 

Thank you. 


